
ICELAND IN  AUTUMN
 8 -  19 September 2017

T H E  H I G H L A N D S 
A N D  S O U T H  C O A S T
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I C E L A N D
I N  A U T U M N

Photographing in Iceland is magical year-round! 
This workshop will take you across the center of 
the country and will be an experience like no other. 
You will experience all the contrasts Iceland can 
offer and to avoid the season of high tourist flow 
and for those who are afraid of harsh winter conditions, 
autumn is a great time to visit this country.
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T H E
H I G H L A N D S

Whether you are a travel lover, a nature enthusiast or a keen 
photographer, chances are you’ve already stumbled upon 
thousands of breath-taking images of Iceland’s majestic 
landscapes. From icebergs to waterfalls, sulphuric fields 
to geysers, it seems that Iceland has it all… One moment 
you’ll be admiring those ever so powerful waterfalls 
and next minute you’ll be entering a whole new world 
surrounded geysers and fumaroles.
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A U R O R A
B O R E A L I S

Enjoy an amazing tour through a landscape of extreme 
contrasts. In autumn, the days remain long and the 
temperatures more than manageable. September is the 
month during which the night sky begins to display the 
Northern Lights. I hope we are lucky!



8 -10 SEPTEMBER 
Hótel Hrauneyjar (3 nights)

Locations: Veiðivötn lake area, Landmannalaugar and Fjallabak Nature 
Reserve area, Gullfoss, Bruarfoss and Háifoss waterfalls.

•  Veidivötn Lakes are a magnificent highland oasis. The crater formations 
here are of a true extrarterrestrial character and environment something 
truly unique. The contrast between black sand and gin clear waters is 
very unique and many travelers find this to be the highlight of their visit.

•  The Landmannalaugar is the pearl of the Icelandic Highlands with mind 
blowing landscapes.

•  Gullfoss is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Iceland. Widely 
considered the most beautiful of Icelandic waterfalls, the aptly named 
Gullfoss (“The Golden Waterfall“) belongs to the famous “Golden Circle“. 
The wide Hvítá river rushes southward, and about a kilometre above 
the falls it turns sharply to the right and flows down into a wide curved 
three-step “staircase” and then abruptly plunges in two stages.

•  Bruarfoss is the Icelandic Waterfall Perfect For All Seasons. This beautiful 
series of small waterfalls is located in Bruara river, in Southwest Iceland, 
and considered a hidden gem. Watching the river falling in thousands of 
small runlets and the stark blue colour as the water falls into a deep gap 
makes it a fascinating scene and ideal for photography.

•  Háifoss waterfall is situated near the volcano Hekla in the south of 
Iceland. The river Fossá, a tributary of Þjórsá, drops here from a height 
of 122 m. This is the second highest waterfall of the island.

11 SEPTEMBER  
Geothermal Valleys of Kerlingarfjöll

Kerlingarfjöll is a mountain range in Iceland situated in the Highlands of 
Iceland near the Kjölur highland road. They are part of a large tuya volcano 
system of 100 km2. The volcanic origin of these mountains is evidenced 
by the numerous hot springs and rivulets in the area, as well as red 
volcanic rhyolite stone the mountains are composed of. Minerals that have 
emerged from the hot springs colouring the ground yellow, red and green. 
Kerlingarfjoll is an ideal location for seeing the Northern Lights. The best 
time is from September until March. There is no light emissions from towns 
or cities. 

I T I N E R A R Y
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“ The mountain massif Kerlingarfjöll 
lies close to the geographical center 
of Iceland and is the centre of a 
system of volcanoes, including one 
of the most powerful geothermal 
areas in Iceland.”

Kerlingarfjöll



I T I N E R A R Y

12-14 SEPTEMBER 
Lake Mývatn (3 nights)

Locations: Dettifoss, Selfoss, Goðafoss, Aldeyjarfoss waterfalls and Mývatn 
Geothermal Areas.

•  Dettifoss Located in Northeast Iceland, and is the most powerful waterfall 
in Europe. It is situated on the Jökulsá á Fjöllum river, which flows from 
the Vatnajökull glacier. The falls are 100 metres wide and have a drop of 
45 metres down to the Jökulsárgljúfur canyon. It is the largest waterfall 
in Iceland in terms of volume discharge.

•  Selfoss waterfall. The river drops over a number of waterfalls over 
about 30 km before flowing into Öxarfjörður, a bay of the Arctic Sea. 
The river originates as melt water from the glacier Vatnajökull and 
therefore the water flow varies depending on the season, the weather 
and volcanic activity.

•  Goðafoss. This waterfall, 12 meters high and 30 meters wide, is at once 
the most famous of the Skjalfandafljot waterfalls and one of the most 
famous in North Iceland and the country at large. According to the sagas, 
lawspeaker Thorgeir Ljosvetningagodi settled a religious crisis in Iceland 
by throwing the idols of the old Nordic gods into the fall, wherefrom it 
gets its name “The waterfall of the gods“. Certainly, those who witness 
the sheer beauty of the fall will agree that the name is fitting.

•  Aldeyjarfoss. This is the second in a successive row of beautiful waterfalls 
in Skjalfandafljot river and has a 20 metre cascade. As with Svartifoss, 
here you will see a fascinating contrast between the white water of the 
fall and dark basalt columns, perfect scenery to photograph.

•  Mývatn Geothermal Areas. There are few places in Iceland that can boast 
from a mountain scene like the one Myvatnssveit area has and people are 
most likely to enjoy that scenery upon the Myvatnsheidi heath. Most of 
the mountains in the neighbourhood of Myvatn lake were formed in sub 
glacial eruptions few thousand years ago. All those mountains are easily 
reachable and the view from their tops is amazing.

Note: On the 14th of September we will have a long drive from Mývatn in 
the north all the way to Smyrlabjörg (glacial lagoon area) in the southeast 
(400 km). Of course we will have some photo stops along the way but we 
need to start that day early for the long drive.

“ From desolate craters to bubbling 
mud pools and geothermal caves, 
the region of Lake Mývatn is a 
microcosm of all the natural 
wonders that Iceland has to offer.”
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Lake Mývatn Geothermal Areas



15-16 SEPTEMBER 
Smyrlabjörg (2 nights)

Locations: Hvalnes en route, Vestrahorn, Stokknes, Glacial Lagoon area, 
Svartifoss and Skaftfell National park area.

•  Stokknes/Vestrahorn. At Stokksness, there is a huge variety of foreground 
to help you photograph the Vestrahorn mountain. Down towards the sea, 
it is possible to get perfect reflections in the wet sand. This can be a very 
windy spot so remember to bring some protection for your eyes before 
battling against the sand blasting.

•  Glacial lagoon area/Jökulsárlón. Jökulsárlón is a large glacial lake in 
southeast Iceland, on the edge of Vatnajökull National Park. Situated at 
the head of the Breiðamerkurjökull glacier, it developed into a lake after 
the glacier started receding from the edge of the Atlantic Ocean. The lake 
has grown since then at varying rates because of melting of the glaciers. 
It recently became the deepest lake in Iceland, at over 248 metres.

•  Svartifoss. This fascinating fall is located in the Skaftafell preservation 
area in Southeast Iceland, that is a part of Vatnajokull National Park. 
The name Svartifoss means Black Waterfall. A dramatic contrast is to be 
seen in the white water of the fall and the surrounding dark hexagonal 
basalt columns. At the base of the fall are sharp rocks that have broken 
from the columns.

I T I N E R A R Y“ With the Dramatic peaks of Vestra-
horn as your subject, Stokksness 
offers an unlimited variety of 
spectacular foreground interests 
to help create the ultimate high 
impact photograph. Stokksness 
will  take your breath away.”

Vestrahorn
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I T I N E R A R Y

17 SEPTEMBER 
Vik (1 night)

Locations: Skógafoss and Black Sand beaches sunset/sunrise options.

•  Skógafoss is located close to the area of Skogar. 60 meters wide and 
25 high, it is one of the greatest and most beautiful of all waterfalls in 
Iceland. Photographers should particularly note that on sunny days it may 
produce a single or even a double rainbow, due to the strong waterflow‘s 
interplay with the sunlight. In September it should have lots of water.

18 SEPTEMBER 
Keflavík Park INN (1 night)

Locations: Reykjanestá, Valahnúkur.

“ Jökulsárlón Ice Beach. Arguably the 
most exciting photography location 
on earth. Jökulsárlón will have 
your heart racing as we explore the 
Ice beach in search of the perfect 
combination of light, water motion 
and crystal blue icebergs.”
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Black beach Icebergs
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T H E  T E A M

Adam Williams
Adam is a landscape 
photographer from 
Sydney Australia. 
Adam is best know 
for his highly refined, 
emotive landscapes 
and illustrative 
photography.

“For me its all about communicating emotion. 
Powerful imagery is emotional. I have lived with 
levels of depression and anxiety for periods 
of my life and much of the emotion within my 
work draws its inspiration from the highs and 
lows of these days. This would be the main 
reason why my photography varies wildly from 
the given scene, because to me the landscape 
itself is the canvas for my artistic expression.”

An Adobe Certified Expert (ACE) when he is 
not traveling to exotic photography locations 
Adam is busy teaching other photographers 
how to maximise the impact of their 
photography with an efficient professional 
Adobe Photoshop workflow. 

Adam’s skills have been recognised with several 
prestigious awards including: 2015 Australian 
Representative at the Photographic World Cup 
– NSW AIPP Professional Photographer of the 
Year 2015 – NSW AIPP Landscape Photographer 
of the Year 2015 – APPA AIPP Highest scoring 
Landscape Image 2014 – APPA AIPP Emerging 
Photographer of the Year 2014 – Landscape 
Winner International Loupe Awards 2013.

Ignacio Palacios 
Ignacio Palacios is a 
Spanish/Australian 
travel photographer 
based on Planet Earth 
that stops in Sydney 
from time to time. He 
is best known for his 
travel, landscapes and 
fine art photography. 

His previous background was in engineering and 
management consultant for various companies 
in wind and renewable energies.

Although he has been a part time photographer 
since 1998, he became a full time professional 
photographer in 2012 following the footsteps of 
three generations of photographers in his family.

Ignacio has travelled around the world since 
1998, gathering an extensive collection of 
images of people, places, wildlife and landscapes 
across more than 80 countries in five different 
continents. He is one of the world’s few full-
time professional photographers/guides and he 
has led tours to Patagonia, the Altiplano, the 
Atacama Desert, Galapagos, Spain, Norway, 
Finland, and Iceland since 2013.

Ignacio writes and provides images to numerous 
magazines and publications around the world, 
such as Luminous Landscape and Lonely Planet 
books and guides.

He has received Australian and International 
awards and has been a finalist and highly 
commended in some prestigious competitions 
such as the NSW AIPP Epson Awards, BBC 
Veolia Environment Wildlife Photographer, 
National Geographic Travel Contest, Australian 
Geographic Photographer of the Year, Travel 
Photography or the Year, IPA, Head On, Eyes 
on Asia and the International Loupe awards.

In 2014 he was awarded with a LUX Gold 
in Spain (the most prestigious professional 
photography award in his country).
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“ Mývatn was formed after a massive 
eruption 2300 years ago, and it 
remains geothermally active today. 
The features of the landscape are 
quite new in geologic times, with 
most of the land shaped by activity 
occurring since the last Ice Age.”

Lake Mývatn Geothermal Areas



D A T E S  A N D 
P R I C E S

Tour dates: 8 - 19 September 2017 (12 days, 11 nights)

Tour commences and ends in Reykjavik (Iceland)

Cost is US$7,490.00 per person, twin share

Single supplement US$1,490.00

Maximum 12 participants

A deposit of US$2,000.00 is required when you book the workshop

To reserve your place or to make an enquiry, please email:  
ignacio@iptravelphotography.com.au
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“ One of the many stunning glacial 
streams that we will encounter 
during the tour.”

Glacier stream detail



T E R M S  A N D 
C O N D I T I O N S

Terms of payment
•  A deposit of US$2,000.00 must 

be paid to secure your place. 
The deposit is non-refundable 
unless you can sell your place 
to someone else. You can use 
the deposit to come with us 
on another tour with The Light 
Collective (within 24 months) 

•  The remaining balance must be 
paid on or before 1 May 2017 

•  Bookings will be accepted strictly 
in the order they are received.

Cancellation Policy
A written notice of any cancellation 
must be received by you at which 
time the following cancellation fees 
will apply:

•  If cancelled between 1st May 
2017 and the 30th of June 2016, 
50% of the workshop cost will 
be payable  

•  cancelled between 1st July 2017 
and departure, a fee equal to 
100% of the workshop cost will 
be payable

•  Failure to pay by the due dates 
will be considered a cancellation 
of the booking and fees paid will 
be non-refundable 

•  Bookings made after 1st of May 
must be paid in full 

•  No refunds will be made for 
unused portions of the workshop. 
The photography workshop is 
sold as a land package (no airfares 
included) 

•  Cancellation fees are not 
transferable. 

What’s included
•  Accommodation 

•  Transportation (including any 
transfers from airports or hotels)

•  All photographic tuition and 
workshop materials for duration 
of the tour 

•  Post processing tuition

•  Transfers from and to airport 
or/hotel.

What’s not included
•  Airfares

•  Meals and beverages 
(breakfast included)

•  Travel insurance

•  Camera Equipment 

•  Optional personal activities.

Camera gear
There is really no limit to what 
camera gear you take but we 
always recommend to travel light. 
Check with your airline about 
weight restrictions. Whatever level 
of camera equipment you have, 
we will help to ensure you get the 
most out of it. 

Fitness/health considerations
The workshop has been planned 
to suit an average person in 
good health conditions but if 
you have concerns about your 
own capabilities or health, 
please check with your doctor 
before booking a place. We are 
likely to do only short hikes so 
please do not be concerned. By 
signing the Registration Form, 
you guarantee that to the best of 
your knowledge, you do not have 
any physical or other disability 
that could create a risk for you 
or other tour participants. Once 
a booking has been accepted 
by The Light Collective, medical 
circumstances will not be 
accepted as an exemption to the 
Cancellation Policy above. When 
you fill the Registration Form, 
please indicate any health issues 
or allergies. The Light Collective 
do not assume any responsibility 
or liability for medical care. If a 
participant becomes ill during the 
workshop, The Light Collective 
reserve the right to continue the 
tour for the benefit of the rest of 
the participants. Ignacio Palacios 
and Adam Williams will make 
every effort to assist you whilst 
trying to minimize disruption of the 
workshop for other participants. 

Rights
The Light Collective reserves the 
right to:

•  Substitute hotels/accommodation 

•  Make changes in the itinerary or 
transport if required 

•  Cancel the workshop prior to 
departure, in which case a full 
refund of all payments received 
will be given. If such event 
occurred, Ignacio Palacios 
and Adam Williams will not 
be responsible for any other 
expenses such as non-refundable 
air fares and other related 
expenses. The responsibility 
for such bookings lies with 
the participant. As such The 
Light Collective recommend 
participants to purchase a travel 
insurance prior to paying the 
first deposit. 

Liability
•  The operation of the workshop is 

at the sole discretion of Ignacio 
Palacios and Adam Williams (The 
Light Collective), having in mind 
the wellbeing and interests of 
all participants and the safe and 
sensible operation of the program 
as specified within this itinerary 

•  The Light Collective does not 
accept any liability for the acts, 
omissions or default, whether 
negligent or otherwise of third 
party providers 

•  The Light Collective disclaims 
liability for any injury, damage, 
loss, delay, additional expense 
or trouble caused by force 
majeure or any other event 
which is not preventable by 
reasonable diligence on The 
Light Collective’s part. 

The Light Collective
The Light Collective Group is an 
ASIC business name with Australian 
Business Number 20589589988 
and registered in Australia under the 
Business Names Registration Act 
2011. The Light Collective members 
Ignacio Palacios and Adam Williams 
will guide and provide photography 
tuition to all participants during 
the tour. The Light Collective is 
not a travel agent or travel service 
provider.

The Light Collective reserves the 
right to cancel this workshop. In 
the event of this happening, all 
payments received will be refunded 
but participants shall have no further 
claim against The Light Collective 
arising from such cancellation. 
Any such refund will not include 
payments for any bookings for 
other services made in addition to 
the itinerary outlined above. The 
responsibility for such bookings 
lies with the participant. As such, 
The Light Collective recommends 
participants to purchase a travel 
protection insurance prior to paying 
the first deposit.
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Reykjanesta



C H E C K L I S T

Here is a list of some of the 
things that you might need.

Camera equipment
•  Camera (check your baggage 

allowance with your airline/travel 
agent)

•  Tripod with quick release plate

•  Lenses (Preferably a standard 
zoom, wide angle and telephoto 
lens) 

•  Battery and chargers

•  Shutter cable release

•  Polarising filter and ND filters

•  Laptop computer with Photoshop 
or Lightroom

•  External backup drives and/or 
memory cards for storage.

We recommend to shrink-wrap 
your baggage at your Australian/
International departure airport. 
We also recommend that you pack 
your camera equipment as your 
hand luggage as much as possible 
so that if the checked-in baggage 
is lost or delayed at least you can 
start photographing as soon as 
you arrive.  
 
Note: Please contact us if you want 
to discuss equipment for this trip.

Recommended personal kit
•  Backpack (60/90 litres)

• Cap/Hat

•  Scarf and Beanie (something to 
keep your neck warm)

•  Short and long sleeved t-shirts 
(synthetic)

• Thermal layers – top and bottom

•  Waterproof jacket with hood 
(like Gore-Tex)

•  Trekking trousers (preferably 
waterproof)

• Warm gloves

• Trekking socks

• Pair of trainers/sandals for wading

• Light waterproof trekking boots

• Trekking poles (optional)

• Sunglasses with UV filter

• Sun block

• Water bottle

• Personal hygiene kit

• Personal basic first aid kit

• Head torch (plus extra batteries)

• Plastic bags (various sizes).
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“ If there is one subject Iceland is 
famous for, it would be the huge 
variety of awe-inspiring waterfalls. 
During this tour, we will take you 
to the best vantage points to capture 
the power and beauty of the very best 
waterfalls Iceland has to offer.”

Aldeyjarfoss waterfall
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info@thelightcollective.com.au
www.thelightcollective.com.au


