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Do you dream of transforming ordinary photos into extraordinary 
works of art?

Is your time too precious to be wasted on gimmick techniques 
that don’t deliver what they promise?

Would you like a consistent, efficient, reliable, post processing workflow 
that will produce high quality finished photos each and every time?

If you answered YES to any or all of these questions, then this 
workflow is for you!

Just look at the before and after results on the following pages.

PROFESSIONAL
DIGITAL 
WORKFLOW
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You can see the RAW photo on the left quite dark with a heavy blue colour cast. 
Just look at the detail and light I have been able to create with a few simple adjustments.

BEFORE AND AFTER 
EXAMPLES

A whole  
bunch more 

WOW!

 Jokulsarlon, Ice beach
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In this example the RAW photo lacks contrast. As you can see, by using this simple workflow, 
I have managed to give the photo a lot more visual impact.

BEFORE AND AFTER 
EXAMPLES

Increased  
visual  

impact!
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Once again this simple workflow quickly adds the punch and 
impact that all photographers are trying to achieve.

BEFORE AND AFTER 
EXAMPLES

Quickly 
add mood and 

drama!
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ABOUT
ADAM  
WILLIAMS

G’day, my Name is Adam Williams
I have been sitting at the computer for a good 
30 min trying to figure out how to give you an 
insight into my experience and credentials as 
a Landscape photographer, without sounding 
like a complete tosser. Anyway, I don’t think its 
even possible.

The funny thing is, I am not doing it to toot 
my own horn, I really just want you to be 
comfortable that the infomation that I pass 
on is coming from a place of knowledge and 
experience.

So here goes, Toooooooottttttttt tooooooootttttt. 
I have been passionately into landscape 
photography for around 18 years with 12+ years 
of Photoshop and Lightroom experience, I am 
an industry certified professional Photographer 
with the AIPP and as of 2015 my editing skills 
have been recognised as an Adobe Certified 
Expert in Photoshop. My photography skills 
have also been recognised with several 
prestigious national and international awards, 
including representing Australia at the 2015 
World Photographic Cup and the title of 
being the AIPP NSW Professional Landscape 
Photographer of the Year in 2015 & 2016.

Oh and possibly on a more relevant note, 
I earn my living by teaching other landscape 
photographers the easy way to get the most 
out of every photo in Adobe Photoshop.

If you are curious, feel free to check out  
www.easywayphotography.com.au

AWARDS
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1st place  
2013 International 

Loupe Awards, 
Open Landscape
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I can remember always having an interest 
in photography from a very young age, but 
the real leap of faith came when my wife and 
I decided to follow one of our dreams (cliche, 
I know, but we did), we quit our jobs, sold every 
possession we owned (incuding our home) and 
set off to indefinitely travel around Australia.

The major driving factor behind this trip for 
me personally, was to make my mark as a 
professional photographer.

That shouldn’t be too hard... Right? I was 
already an AWESOME landscape photographer 
(at least that was my opinion) all I needed was 
time to travel and seek the exposure that would 
make me a photography star!

How deluded... :( Very sad, but I shouldn’t be 
too harsh as it lead to the best time of my life :)

However, back to me thinking I was all that, 
I vividly remember the moment my feet were 
slammed back to the ground.

I entered a highly regarded photography 
competition (Which of course I was a great 
chance of winning), the score for a photo of 
professional standard was considered to be 
80/100 (professional quality photo), yeah too 
easy, I got this.

The email with my results came in a month or 
two later, and I was devastated that not only 
I didn’t win the competition but the majority 
of my photos were judged to be below the 
level of professional photography. I remember 
thinking...” How was I going to become a 
professional photographer and pay the bills 
if I couldn’t even achieve professional quality 
photos?”

The reality was, yes I could take the odd 
good photo, however, I was very much at the 
beginning of my Photography Journey with a 
lot to learn.

After a few days sulking around, I decided to 
use this failure as my motivation to improve my 
photography.

What I discovered in the coming months 
was that there are two skills that are critical 
to creating great photos: capture and finish/
editing.

Both very different skill sets, however both 
equally important in creating great photos. 

You could be the greatest photographer in 
the world, however, without at least the basic 
editing knowledge, your camera skills will 
go unnoticed.

I spent the next 18 months, taking as many 
photos as I could, studying on the internet 
every evening and attending as many 
workshops with professional landscape 
photographers as I could.

As it turned out, I didn’t return a professional 
photographer, that took several more 
years. However, I did return a much better 
photographer capable of not only consistently 
producing professional level photos, I also 
went on to win my first International Landscape 
Photography Competition.

I assure you, I know the struggles, I have 
been frustrated by conflicting and confusing 
infomation and I too have felt that burning 
desire to become a better photographer.

The import thing, is to enjoy the journey, 
learn from the mistakes and of course 
celebrate your improvements.

Within this guide, I aim to help you along 
your journey as I share with you the skills 
and techniques and lessons I have learnt 
over the past 15+ years of my Landscape 
Photography Journey! 

MY PHOTOGRAPHY 
JOURNEY

“ I risked everything 
and failed, However, 
it was still the best 
decision of my life!”
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Our goal is to maximise every photo! 

Does that sound about right... ?

Making every photo we choose to edit the very best version of itself. 

At least that is my goal when I begin editing a new photo and if you are reading this, there is a big 
chance you feel the same.

What better way to demonstrate the power of this simple step by step workflow than a few 
Before/After examples

I think you will agree some of these start out pretty ordinary, borderline in the trash and finish up 
as eye popping works of art.

MAXIMISE 
EVERY PHOTO

Transform the 
Ordinary into the 

Extraordinary!



EASY WAY PHOTOGRAPHY
THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 
EDITING LANDSCAPE PHOTOS
9

50% capture  
+ 50% editing  

= 100% 
Awesome!

MAXIMISE 
EVERY PHOTO
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Turn rubbish 
raw files into 

award winning 
photos!

MAXIMISE 
EVERY PHOTO
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Add the 
WOW factor and 
really make our 

photos sing!

MAXIMISE 
EVERY PHOTO
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No colour  
in the sky? No 

problem!

MAXIMISE 
EVERY PHOTO



EASY WAY PHOTOGRAPHY
THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 
EDITING LANDSCAPE PHOTOS
13

A great workflow will save you time, and consistently produce high quality 
images. But before we look at my workflow in detail, let me explain some 
of the really important advantages.

Did you know that the order of each individual technique can have a 
huge impact on the quality of the final photo?

For example... adding clarity or using plugins like Nik FX or Topaz at the 
beginning of your workflow can often dramatically increase the noise 
levels of the photo and decrease the overall quality. Don’t get me wrong, 
I love Plugins too, however, they are best applied towards the end of 
your workflow.

Another example of using the correct order, is noise reduction itself, did 
you know the perfect time to reduce the noise in you photos is right at 
the very beginning of your workflow (Step 1)

This makes a lot of sense, read on.

Noise is by nature the variation of brightness of the individual pixels that 
make up your photos (see standard digital noise example next page).

Therefore, we have lighter pixels and darker pixels that together form 
what is commonly known as noise.

One of the techniques we always apply during the editing process is to 
boost contrast. Without fail, every time.

Contrast by nature is darkening the darker pixels and lightening the 
lighter pixels.

This effects the noise, because it obviously makes the darker noise 
pixels even darker and the lighter noise pixels even lighter, creating a 
greater difference between the dark and light pixels, there by making the 
existing noise more visible.

It is for this reason that the best time to reduce noise is at the very begin-
ning of our workflow, this way there is no noise issue to make worse.

ABOUT THE 
WORKFLOW
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CONTRAST 
ENHANCES NOISE

The main reason why noise reduction is best applied at the beginning of our workflow.

Zoomed in to 11-1 you can clearly see the noise and how much it is effected by the added contrast
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Lets take a closer look at the workflow I have developed for 
landscape Photographers.

Well that’s not 100% true, I have spent the last 15 years refining this 
to make my photos the best they can be, however, it will have the same 
results on your photos too!

If you are just starting out your photo editing journey, I completely 
understand that this big list of action points may look daunting and 
overwhelming, however, if we break it down into the individual actions, 
they are all quite simple and easy to learn.

THE LANDSCAPE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKFLOW
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Two more quick points before we look at your 
new workflow in more detail.

Capturing photos in RAW format.
If you are not already and your camera is 
capable of capturing RAW photos rather 
than JPEG then highly recommend that you 
switch over and begin to capture you photos 
as RAW files.

What are the benefits of shooting in RAW?
Highest quality possible – when we capture 
in RAW every last bit of information that the 
camera is capable of recoding is saved, as 
opposed to JPEG where the camera software 
makes certain assumptions and throws away 
a % of the valuable information. Keeping all 
the RAW information and allow us to make all 
the decisions equals high quality photos.

Recover blown out highlights and blocked 
up shadows – capturing in RAW allows a much 
great ability to recover precious details in the 
brightest and darkest areas of our photos.

Adjust white balance after the fact – by 
shooting in RAW we have the flexibility to 
adjust the white balance (colour temperature) of 
the photo in the first stages of post processing.

More colours – RAW has a much larger colour 
range the JPEG, by keeping all of the colour 
information we will end up with a much larger 
range of colours in our finished photos.

Lets get into it!

STEP 1 – RAW CORRECTION & CONVERSION

•  Import your images
•  Raw file conversion and preparation 
•  Pre-sharpening & noise reduction 
•  Select a professional colour space 
•  Professional export settings for Adobe Photoshop

STEP 2 – PHOTOSHOP FINAL PHOTO CORRECTION

•  Setting up your custom landscape photography workspace
•  Colour correction
•  Dust and spot removal
•  Straighten the horizon
•  Auto black and white point correction
•  Removing unwanted colour issues
•  Moving and removing objects

*   As you become more confident with your skills combining multiple images 
(Blending/Compositing) is also applied during stage 2. 

STEP 3 – PROCESSING YOUR PHOTO (This is where we will add all the impact!)

•  Brightness adjustments
•  Contrast adjustments
•  Colour adjustments 
•  Final adjustments
•  Creative sharpening/clarity
•  Creative effects/filters/plugins 

STEP 4 – FILE SAVING

•  Professional file saving techniques

STEP 5 – OUTPUT

•  Preparing files for the web
•  Preparing files for print

THE LANDSCAPE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKFLOW
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Import
Import your RAW photos from your 
memory card onto your computer.

Raw Correction – using Light-
room or Adobe Camera RAW
We are next going to correct the 
RAW file to give us the very best 
possible starting point.
•  Highlight and shadow recovery 
•   Profile corrections 

(removing lens distortion)
•  Remove chromatic aberration
•   RAW Sharpening and RAW 

noise reduction.

Take a look at the example 
of colour corrected photo below.

Raw Conversion
We next need to convert the 
RAW file into a suitable file type 
to allow further processing in 
Adobe Photoshop.

•   Convert your RAW photo into 
a 16 bit Tiff file in AdobeRGB 
(1998) colour space. Via the 
export preferences in Lightroom 
or Adobe Camera Raw

•   Export/Open into Adobe 
Photoshop.

Note 
I strongly recommend not adding 
clarity to your image during 
RAW correction it will cause quality 
issues later on. For the highest 
quality result we will add any clarity 
to your photos as part of workflow 
Step 3.

RAW CORRECTION AND CONVERSION

1
STEP
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We now make the final corrections 
to our digital image:
•   Colour correction 

(white balance adjustment)
•  Straighten the horizon
•  Remove dust spots
•   Removing unwanted colour 

issues
•   Apply an automatic white and 

black point adjustment.

Once we are comfortable with the 
above techniques we would also 
add the following into step 2 of 
our workflow:
•   Moving, enlarging and 

removing objects
•  Blending and compositing 
•   Warping and perspective 

correction.

Take a look at the example below 
at the difference the very simple 
white/black automatic adjustment 
can make. It will give you a turbo 
boost to the beginning of your 
workflow.

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP FINAL CORRECTION

2
STEP

Turbo boost 
your editing with 

‘Auto Curves’
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Back to step 3 of our workflow, 
we next apply our:
•  Selective brightness adjustments
•  Selective contrast adjustments
•  Selective colour adjustments 
•   A final series of finer (brightness/

contrast/colour) adjustments
•  Add creative sharpening/clarity 
•  Creative effects/filter effects. 

Selective adjustments to 
Brightness/contrast and colour 
can have a dramatic effect on 
the mood and impact of our 
photography

More brightness/contrast/colour 
will give that region of you photo 
more impact resulting in the 
viewers eye being drawn to that 
region of your photo.

Less brightnes/contrast/colour will 
give that region of your photo less 
impact resulting in the viewers eye 
being less interested in that area 
of your photo.

Take a look at the example below 
and the impact created by using 
this technique.

Notice here that there is less light/
contrastand colour around the 
frame edges and more colour/
contrast and colour pulling us into 
the main subject. 

You can see by using this one 
simple technique that I have 
been able to create a lot more 
drama and impact within the 
photo, drawing the viewers 
eye right into the centre of the 
frame where the main subject 
is located. Resulting in a much 
more powerful photograph.

3
PROCESSING THE PHOTO – ADDING YOUR VISIONSTEP

Add the 
WOW factor and 
really make our 

photos sing!
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The last thing we want after 
investing so much time and effort 
into post processing our photo is 
to jeopardize that work with an 
incorrect file saving technique. 

This is the best way to ensure the 
safe keeping of your processed 
photos:
•  Save your master layer file
•   Flatten and save a master hi-res 

flat file
•   All output variations (web/print/

other) come from the flat hi-res 
version not the master layer file.

Dont forget to also adequately 
back up all of your photos, but that 
is a subject for another day.

SAVING YOUR HARD WORK

4
STEP
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It’s now time to share our 
wonderful new art either digitally 
(web) or in print.

Web Preparation 
•  Resize
•  Noise reduction 
•  Sharpen
•  Flatten
•  Convert colour space to sRGB
•  Save as a JPEG.

 

Print Preparation
•  Resize
•  Noise reduction
•   Step 1 sharpen – High pass sharpening
•   Step 2 sharpen – Unsharp mask sharpening 
•   Add digital noise – That’s right, one of the surprising facts is 

that professional photographers add noise as the final step 
in print preparation

•  Flatten 
•  Convert to an 8 bit file
•  Save as Tiff.

OUTPUT

5
STEP
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WRAP UP We all want our photos to be the very best they can be, and I think you 
will agree after seeing some of the examples above that great photos 
are a combination of capture and editing. 

The only way to assure each and every photo is the very best it can be 
is to make sure your editing skills are on par with your capture skills. 
How many award winning photos are you ignoring because you are not 
aware of the potential of Adobe Photoshop?

The first step is to find a workflow that you are happy with and then 
begin to learn the techniques to complete your workflow.

In hindsight, I wished I had found a workflow similar to this one towards 
the beginning of my photography journey, it certainly would have saved 
me a lot of time and frustration, but, on the upside maybe I can save 
you from frustration and time wasting that I went through.

Thanks again for signing up, keep an eye on your email for more 
helpful workflow tips and once again if you are interesting in learning 
the complete step by step workflow with every technique and setting.

Jump over and take a look at Easy Way Photography.

www.easywayphotography.com.au



Step by step Adobe Photoshop education designed for landscape photographers.

Everything landscape photographers need to know without wasting your precious time on the stuff you don’t.

Take the next step towards your dream photos and sign up today! 

For more info contact me at:  
adam@easywayphotography.com

Or visit my website:  
easywayphotography.com


